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• What is a WSG;

• Remit of a WSG; 

• Assurance of the WSG;

• Audit.

Understanding of….
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What is a WSG?
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What is a WSG?
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Is this your WSG….
No agenda and poor attendance
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Is this your WSG….
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AE [W] told ‘not to say anything, unless 
spoken too’
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Healthcare organisations should develop a WSP, which
provides a risk management approach to the safety of
water and establishes good practices in local water usage
and potential hazards and control schemes.

The plan will include governance arrangements related to
the management of water safety.

Remit of a WSG….
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WSG - multidisciplinary group formed to oversee the
commissioning, development, implementation and review
of the WSP.

The aim of the WSG is to ensure the safety of all water
used by patients/ residents, staff and visitors, to minimise
the risk of infection associated with waterborne
pathogens.

Remit of a WSG….
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Remit of a WSG….
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WSG - provides a forum in which people with a range of
competencies can be brought together to share
responsibility and take collective ownership for ensuring it
identifies water-related hazards, assesses risks, identifies
and monitors control measures and develops incident
protocols.

Remit of a WSG….
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Remit of a WSG….
HTM04-01 Part A:

a) The WSG should have clearly identified lines of accountability up to the Duty Holder

b) The roles, responsibility and accountability of the WSG should be defined in writing
and understood and accepted by all involved
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Remit of a WSG….
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1. Responsibilities
• Collective roles defined for effective ownership of water safety
• Training and competency of staff known and reviewed

2. Design of new / refurbishment / specifications
3. Assessment of Risks

• Remedial actions and procedures are defined
4. Control Measures 

• Strategy defined
• Status of system performance is known

5. Incidents and Issues

Remit of a WSG….
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Assurance of the WSG….
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Assurance of the WSG….
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Assurance of the WSG….

1. Responsibilities
• Collective roles defined for effective 

ownership of water safety
• Training and competency of staff known 

and reviewed
2. Design of new / refurbishment / specifications
3. Assessment of Risks

• Remedial actions and procedures are defined
4. Control Measures 

• Strategy defined
• Status of system performance is known

5. Incidents and Issues
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Assurance of the WSG….
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Assurance of the WSG….
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Yes / NoWSG status

Remit of WSG defined?

Terms of Reference established, based remit?

Membership of WSG and communications pathway 
defined?

Frequency of WSG meetings and whether quorate 
defined?

Set agenda for WSG meetings exists which delivers on 
ToR?

Minutes of WSG meetings exist with action log inc. who?

Audit
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Follow us to receive weekly blogs on the 
management and control of 

water hygiene and Legionnaires’ disease.

Check out our Academy videos
www.waterhygienecentre.com/academy

Subscribe for 
‘free’ 

here to receive 
blogs directly 

via email
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