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 What is “this”…?



Standards, Codes of Practice, Guidance



Why do we have standards?

Safety

Equitable access & Inclusivity

Environmental Protection & Improved Sustainability

Quality and Functionality

Legal Compliance/Approval



Define the minimum acceptable 
outcome…

Enable improvement over time towards a 
common goal…

Guide to help make the right choices…



The Challenge

• Just because a standard exists, 
doesn’t mean its mandatory

• A standard becomes a 
requirement when contracted or 
obliged to incorporate.

• Conflict between standards or 
misinterpretation of guidance



 How do we move 
beyond a “compliance” 
focused approach to design?
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How this is interpreted…
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The Why



Three strands to navigating 
guidance:

1. Understanding the intent

2. Curating the solution

3. Appreciating the outcome



 What were they 
thinking…?
1.  Understanding  
the intent…?



Reading between the lines…

… and just reading the lines?



Footbridges…

Table 3 – BS 5489-1:2020





When is a footbridge… a footbridge?

• Elevated bridge position

• Above a water course

• Key vistas from the bridge

• Two operating modes



Low pedestrian flow…



Event/high pedestrian flow…







 Build a 
narrative…
2.  Curate a 
solution…











 Do we truly know 
what the numbers 
mean…?

3.  Appreciate the 
outcome…





Importance 
of Lived 
Experience



Pounds Park





Event use…











 So, what can we take 
from this?



So how should designers interpret “this”?

Use lived 

experience to 

inform design 

and improve 

peoples use of 

cities and spaces 

after dark

Advocate for 

change and take 

a user centric 

approach to 

design for 

after dark

Use an evidence 

based, data 

driven design 

process, and 

challenge 

industry 

assumptions

Be brave, but not reckless.



Thank You


